In addition to these two large-scale confrontations, China continued to strengthen its law enforcement measures in the scs, adopting a tough stance toward fishermen from neighboring countries and carrying out land reclamation projects in the Spratly Islands. Beijing's assertive presence in these troubled waters caused a deterioration in its relations with its Southeast Asian maritime neighbors. However, more efforts are being made by Beijing to reduce confrontation in the scs. 8 This continuing unrest in the scs has attracted the attention of the international community. The development of the scs dispute has been discussed at various Track i and Track ii multilateral forums. On 4 July 2016, during a special session of the iiss Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore, on "Managing South China Sea Tensions," Adam Ward, the iiss Director of Studies, described the situation in the scs as "a set of zero-sum territorial and sovereignty disputes, prosecuted with some vehemence." The dispute fuels nationalist impulses and militarization and has given rise to security dilemmas. Attempts to resolve it include third-party mediation and arbitration. It is true that "regional security institutions have failed, so far, to impose themselves meaningfully on the problem."9 It is also true that the scs dispute has not only affected the bilateral
